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SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE - BELIZE 

FOLLOWING EXCHANGE OCCURRED AT DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEEING 
TODAY, JULY 8: 

Q: JOHN, DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING ON BELIZE TODAY? 

A: WHAT DO YOU NEED TO KNOW, ROY? 

Q: WELL, WHAT IS YOUR REACTION TO THE COMMUNIQUE? ARE YOU 
ENCOURAGED? 

A: WELL, WE OBVIOUSLY ARE PLEASED THAT THE PARTIES, THAT 
IS, THE BRITISH AND THE GOVERNMENT OF GUATEMALA, HAVE AGREED 
TO CONTINUE NEGOTIATIONS AND THAT MR. ROLANDS, WHO, AS YOU 
KNOW, IS HEAD OF THE BRITISH FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH 
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OFEICE, WILL VISIT GUATEMALA. I DON'T BELIEVE HE IS THE 
HEAD. THAT IS WRONG. HE IS, I THINK, A MINISTER OE STATE. 

HE WILL VISIT GUATEMALA. WE THINK THAT ALL OE THIS WILL 
CONTRIBUTE TO AN EASING OF TENSION AND ALLOW THE PARTIES TO 
CONTINUE TO WORK TOWARD A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT OF THEIR 
DIFEERENCES. 
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Q: YESTERDAY, HODDING CARTER DESCRIBED THE SITUATION AROUND 
BELIZE AS TENSE. HOW DO YOU ASSESS IT TODAY? 

A: WE THINK THE TALKS HAVE SUBSTANTIALLY EASED THE TENSION 
AND IN THAT RESPECT SOME REPORTS YESTERDAY THAT GUATEMALA 
WAS SUBSTANTIALLY REINFORCING ITS SIDE OE THE BORDER WERE 
EXAGGERATED. 

Q: WHAT DID GUATEMALA DO? 

A: WELL, I DON'T WANT TO GET INTO WHAT THEY DID, BUT OUR 
INEORMATION IS THAT, AS I SAY, REPORTS THAT THEY WERE 
SUBSTANTIALLY REINEORCING THEIR SIDE WERE OVERDRAWN. 

Q: JOHN, WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OE THE NEW MEETING BETWEEN 
THE SECRETARY AND THE GUATEMALAN EOREIGN MINISTER THIS 
AETERNOON? 

A: I THINK IT IS THE SAME SUBJECT, FRANCOIS. HE SAW HIM 
YESTERDAY AND HE IS SEEING HIM AGAIN OR HAS SEEN HIM AGAIN 
TODAY. 

Q: IE EVERYTHING IS ALL RIGHT, WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OE THIS 
MEETING? 

A: WELL, I THINK IT SHOULD BE PRETTY OBVIOUS. IT IS IN MY 
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ESTIMATION A FOLLOW-UP MEETING TO GO OVER WHAT HAS DEVELOPED. 
I WOULDN'T READ INTO IT THAT THERE IS ANY FURTHER PROBLEM 
TO BE RESOLVED, IMMEDIATE PROBLEM TO BE RESOLVED. 

Q: HAS THERE BEEN A COMPLAINT BECAUSE OF THE USE BY THE 
BRITISH OF THE U.S. BASE IN BERMUDA? 

A: I DON'T KNOW OF ANY COMPLAINT BY GUATEMALA, NO. 

Q: JOHN, — - 

A: MARVIN 

Q: YOU SAY THAT REPORTS THAT THEY WERE SUBSTANTIALLY RE- 
INFORCED WERE OVERDRAWN. WERE THE REINFORCEMENTS, TO YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE, BY GUATEMALA OF ITS FORCES ON THE BELIZE BORDER? 

A: I DON'T UNDERSTAND YOUR QUESTION. 

Q: WELL, YOU SAY THAT IT IS NOT CORRECT TO SAY THAT THERE 
WERE SUBSTANTIAL REINFORCEMENTS, BUT WERE THERE REINFORCE- 
MENTS BY GUATEMALA? DID GUATEMALA UNDERTAKE ANY ACTION? 
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THERE HAS BEEN A NEWS BLACKOUT SUPPOSEDLY ON MILITARY PRE- 
PARATIONS BY GUATEMALA AND ANY LIGHT YOU CAN SHED ON THEIR 
ACTIVITIES IS VALUABLE. 

A: I CAN'T, ROY. JUST THAT OUR INFORMATION, WHICH IS I 
THINK, VERY GOOD, IS THAT IT CONFLICTS WITH REPORTS OF 
SUBSTANTIAL REINFORCEMENTS BY GUATEMALA. ARE THERE ANY 
MORE QUESTIONS ON THIS SUBJECT? 

NO RESPONSE. 

A: ANOTHER SUBJECT, THEN. (END QUOTE). VANCE 
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